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SHRMON. 


In the Providence of God, we have been bereaved by death 
of one who was very dear to the city of Newark, and the 
whole State of New Jersey. It becomes us then to be made 
better by this great loss; and that we may be, we have met to- 
night to review the religious life of THEODORE FRELINGHUY- 
SEN,—to consider, for a few moments, his faith and practice. 

The words of my text are:—“ In the Lord have I righteous- 
ness and strength.” —Jsatah xlv: 24. 

At the 22d verse of this chapter a proclamation is made to 
the nations, saying: ‘“‘ Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth: for I am God, sand there is none else.” 
Then again at verse 28d, it is declared: ‘I have sworn by 
myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, 
and shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shall swear.” Now twice in the New Testament (Rom. 
xiv: 11, Phil. ii: 10,) the oath of the 23d verse is affirmed to 
be made by Christ. We have here then the proclamation of 
God the Father, commanding the nations to turn unto Him and 
receive salvation. Then the oath of the Son of God, the 
Kternal Word, assuring us of the success which shall attend 
the proclamation of the Father. And lastly, in the text, we 
have the profession of religion, made by the sinner, who has 
heard the proclamation, and in obedience has bowed the knee 
and sworn allegiance to the Lord. 


In Jehovah have I righteousness and strength. 


Two important truths are here taught :— 


I. THe WEALTH OF THE BELIEVER: “J have righteousness 
and strength.” 
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TI. THE TENURE BY WHICH HE HOLDS HIS WEALTH: ‘In 
Jehovah have I,” &c. 


I, THE WEALTH OF THE BELIEVER. To estimate aright the 
wealth of the saint, one needs to be fully acquainted with his 
former poverty. With Paul, this man could say: ‘‘In me, 
that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing.” (Rom. vu: 18.) 
A ruined creature by the sin of his first parent, he had made 
that sin most fully his own by loving the disobedience and 
sensuality, which were the two chief elements in that first evil 
deed of man. Toa ruined nature was added a life of delight 
in sin, which declared more forcibly than words, that the man 
was glad that Adam had sinned. The life of the transgressor 
said: “I am glad that Adam broke the covenant. If I had 
been in his place, I would have done as he did. Nor do I 
find this fallen condition—of which so much is said—an unde- 
sirable state. I love iniquity, and after it I will go.” Let men 
give what mild names they please to their unregenerate state, 
they cannot deny that its most noteworthy characteristic is a 
delight in forgetting and disobeying the Divine Being. God 
is not in all their thoughts, as an object of desire, or pleasing 
meditation, or grateful remembrance. ‘They see no beauty in 
the Divine Nature, nothing which causes delight, On the con- 
trary, His infinite purity and rectitude, His hatred of sin, His 
determined purpose to punish iniquity, are offensive to them. 
The nearer they are brought to God, the more active the ani- 
mosity of the heart becomes. And under the mildest form 
in which this natural condition displays itself, it is enmity 
asleep. And it never is thus dormant, except when a man 
is able to drive away all thoughts of God, and to persuade 
himself that, by so doing, he has withdrawn himself from 
under the divine eye. Such then is every man as to righteous- 
ness. ‘There is an entire absence of everything acceptable to 
God. ‘There is not a trace, no! not the faintest, of love, or 
pleasant remembrance, or dutiful obeying of God. 
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And now when the Holy Spirit draws near to this trans- 
gressor, who thus delights to forget his God; when He sounds 
in his ears the proclamation of the eternal Father; when He 

arouses him from his insensibility, compelling the mind to 
turn to the light, and the conscience to do the divine bidding; 
then in his affright the man bestirs himself, that he may 

escape the wrath of God. And at once we behold the zm- 
potence of the sinner, just as was seen in his former life, his 
destitution of everything pleasing to God. He cannot atone 
for past sins, he cannot obey the law of God, he cannot purify 
his heart. The utmost he can do, is to whitewash his sepul- 
chre, within which is the putrefaction of death. But lo! this 
man becomes a child of God, and at once he comes forth from 
this state of wretchedness and poverty, declaring, [ have right- 
COUSNESS. 

And to show us how perfect a righteousness it is, he speaks 
of it in the plural number. The original reads: “In Jehovah 
have I righteousnesses.” Just as at Isaiah hii: 9, the Prophet 
says of Christ: ““He made his grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his deaths ;” to teach us that when Christ died 
upon the cross, He suffered more than ten thousand deaths of 
ordinary men. So here, with a like emphasis, he says—“ I 
have righteousnesses,” that is a perfect righteousness, one com- 
mensurate to the demands of a holy law, and of an infinitely 
just lawgiver and judge. And in this same strain does David 
describe the righteousness of the believer: ‘ Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed 
is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in 
whose spirit there is no guile.” (Psalm xxxii: 1, 2.) Ah! here 
that Adamic sin is all washed away by the second Adam. 
And by that same almighty and most gracious Saviour all 
actual transgressions, whether of thought, or word, or deed, 
are blotted out forever. Sins more numerous than the hairs 
of the head are these actual transgressions; for every moment 
of life had its duty, but no duty had ever been done, or had 
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ever been attempted to be done for the sake of God. Thesins 
of life were then as numerous as the seconds of existence, but 
here by Christ all the sins of all the moments of life were 
blotted out, not imputed, not reckoned, not charged to the be- 
liever, because they had been charged to the substitute, who 
paid the penalty of all of them in his own body on the ac- 
cursed tree. How true then the divine words, “ By his knowl- 
edge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall 
bear their iniquities.” (Isaiah li: 11.) 

This blotting out of sins is, however, only the half of the 
righteousness of the godly man. Remember it is righteous- 
nesses. In addition to this blotting out of the guilt of original 
and actual sins, the substitute imputes also his own personal 
obedience unto all who believe on Him. It is not enough to 
have our guilt taken away. We owe obedience to the law of 
God. Weare not only to abstain from breaking the law, but 
are also to keep the law. The bearing of our sins by Christ is 
then but half of that which our substitute must do, yes, has 
actually done for us. Hence Paul declares, ‘‘ By the obedience 
of one shall many be made righteous,” (Rom. v: 19,) and 
again, “we are accepted in the beloved.” (Eph.i: 6.) The 
whole life of Christ on earth was spent in obeying the law of 
God for us. He died to take away our guilt; He lived to pro- 
vide a righteousness forus. This is plainly taught in the vision 
which Zechariah saw (Zech. chap. iii); Joshua, the high priest, 
_ stands before the altar of God on the great day of Atonement. 
He was clothed in filthy garments, which represented the sins 
of Israel, the people of God. And two things had to be done, 
(a) Stripping off the.filthy garments, i. e., the taking away of 
the guilt of sin. (6) Clothing him in clean garments, i. e., giv- 
ing him a perfect righteousness. Hence in the vision, the 
angel said to Joshua—“ Behold, I have caused thine iniquity 
to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of rai- 
ment.” (v. 4.) And so, too, in the parable of the marriage of 
the King’s son, the guest who came not having a wedding 
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garment, was guilty of a two-fold offence. He would not take 
off the soiled and stained garments of his sins, and would not 
put on the robe provided by the king. 

2. L have strength. God does not pardon sinners and treat 
them as holy, and then leave them under the dominion of sin. 
Paul told the Roman Christians that they were “called to be 
saints.” (Rom.i: 7.) Those too are noteworthy words of 
the Apostle, and strikingly explanatory of this strength. 
‘Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowl- 
edge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, according as His divine 
power hath given unto us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness.” (2 Pet.i: 2,38.) As God calls to lif, so also He 
calls to godliness. He may call and justify drunkards, adulter- 
ers and profane swearers, and treat them as holy through the 
righteousness of Christ, but they also cease to be such vile per- 
sons. Jesus, in the Revelation (xxii: 18, 15,) says: “Iam 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and 
the last. Blessed are they that do His commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and 
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and 
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.” Such are without, and 
while they continue such, they can never come within. Ah! 
how then is the heart to overcome its hatred of God, its averse- 
ness to whatever isholy? ‘The godly man in the text answers, 
“T have strength.” And the Apostle Peter answers— Accord 
ing as lis divine power hath given unto us all things that per- 
tain unto life and godliness.” Christ becomes the strength of 
the believer. He gives him a new heart; a spiritual discern- 
ment to comprehend, and a spiritual taste to relish the things 
which God approves. And he is enabled to live in obedience 
to the will of God. In a word, then, Christ is made sanctifica- 
tion to his people. (1 Cor. i: 80.) He gives them of His 
divine power all things that pertain unto godliness, as He had 
already given them all that pertained to their righteousness. 
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Such is the wealth of the believer, and well may he say: 
“T have righteousness and strength.” } 


Ill. THE TENURE BY WHICH THE GOOD MAN HOLDS HIS 
WEALTH: “In Jehovah have I righteousness and strength.” 


Luther said that he did not want to have anything to do 
with an absolute God, i. e. God irrespective of covenants, 
promises, provisions of grace, and invitations of mercy, and 
in this Luther agrees with Paul, who teaches us, that God out 
of Christ is a consuming fire. (Heb. xii: 29.) For him who 
is out of Christ there is naught but wrath; because of guilt 
and depravity, and there is no righteousness nor strength. 
But in Jehovah he has both; “for God was in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them.” (2 Cor. v: 19.) Every believer was, in the eye 
of the law, represented by Christ in His work of obedience 
and suffering. They were in legal union with Him when He 
served on earth and when He suffered on the Cross. The law 
viewed them as present in the person of their substitute and 
representative. And they came into actual union with Christ 
when they believed. ‘Then the Holy Spirit took up His ever- 
lasting abode in the soul, and from that hour every child of 
God, with a well founded assurance, may cry, “In Jehovah 
have I righteousness and strength.” 

The text has been chosen and explained to give you, in as 
brief a space as was proper, the profession of faith of Theo- 
dore Frelinghuysen, to set before you the grounds upon which 
he hoped to be saved, and to show you whence was derived. 
that moral power, which so strikingly marked his religious life. 


The ancestors of Mr. F. were eminent Christians. His 
great-grandfather, Theodorus Jacobus Frelinghuysen, was born 
in 1691, at Lingen, in Kast Friesland, which is now the north- 
western part of the Kingdom of Hanover. He was ordained 
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to the pastoral office in 1717, and the circumstances which led 
to his coming to this country were strikingly providential. 
The Dutch churches in America were at that early day chiefly 
supplied with ministers from Holland. It happened that a 
request had been received by the Classis of Amsterdam, ask- 
ing them to send a pious minister to America, and one of the 
pastors, named Sicco Tyjadde, interested himself to procure a 
proper person. While ‘l'jadde was pursuing his inquiries, Mr. 
I’, passed through the town where this pastor lived, and staid 
at the house of an elder of the church. At night the young 
minister was invited to conduct the evening devotions. Where- 
upon he read a chapter in the Bible and gave a short exposi- 
tion of it, and then concluded with prayer. The elder was so 
much pleased with the spirit and conversation of the young 
man, that on his departure next morning, he made Mr. F. 
promise to stay at his house upon his return, and then hasten- 
ing to his pastor, cried out, “I have found a man to go to 
America.” He spoke the truth, he had found not only a man 
to go, but the man. Mr. F. arrived in 1720, and soon became 
the pastor of the churches of Raritan, New Brunswick, Six 
Mile Run and North Branch, and continued in the same pas- 
torate until his death in 1754. There is but one testimony in 
reference to him, that he was a great blessing to the Dutch 
Church in America. The Rev. Gilbert Tennent said of him: 
“The labors of Mr. Frelinghuysen, a Dutch minister, were 
much blessed to the people of New Brunswick, and places ad- 
jacent, about the time of his coming among them. When I 
came there, which was about seven years after, I had the 
pleasure of seeing much of the fruits of his ministry. Divers 
of his hearers, with whom I had the opportunity of convers- 
ing, appeared to be converted persons, by their soundness in 
principle, Christian experience and pious practice; and these 
persons declared that his ministrations were the means thereof. 
This, together with a kind letter which he wrote me, respect- 
ing the necessity of dividing the Word aright, and giving to 
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every man his portion in due season, through the Divine bless- 
ing excited me to greater earnestness in ministerial labors.”* 
The printed sermons of Mr. F. prove him to have been an 
evangelical and faithful preacher,t and a powerful revival of 
religion shows that he was eminently blessed. In the revival 
to which Gilbert Tennent refers, there were 44 persons added 
to the church of Raritan alone, and Dr. Messler thinks that 
this number must have been nearly, if not quite, equal to one 
from each family in the congregation.t Nor has this good 
man’s influence ceased; like Abel, he still speaketh, though 
long dead, and his name calls up and commends fervent piety, 
unwearied faithfulness, and love for the doctrines of grace. 
His son, John, succeeded him at Raritan. His ministry was 
as marked tor its faithfulness as was his father’s, but it filled 
the brief space of four years; for he died in the 28th year of 
his age. He left a widow, who afterwards married the Rev. 
Jacob R. Hardenbergh, who, at a later date, became the Presi- 
dent of Queen’s, now Rutgers College. Iufvrouw Harden- 
bergh, as she was ordinarily called, was a woman of remarka- 
ble piety. Her life was spent in prayer, reading the Word of 
God, and commending religion to the notice and regard of all. 
No one came near her without hearing a good word spoken in 
favor of the Lord Jesus and His service. And she many a 
time went out of her way to win those to Christ whose spirit- 
ual good lay as a burden upon her heart. She died in New 
Brunswick in 1807, at an advanced age, and lies buried in that 
_ grave yard where, a few days since, we laid the remains of her 
pious grandson. The memory of this good woman is still 


* A brief history of the Reformed Dutch Church of Raritan, from its organi- 
zation to the year 1834. By Rey. Abraham Messler, (p. 8.) 

The Hollanders in New Jersey, with notices of some of their descendants: 
Read before the New Jersey Historical Beet: Sept. 12,1820. By Rev. Abraham 
Messler, D. D. (p. 14.) 

+ A volume of his sermons, translated by Rey. William Demarest, has been 
published by the Board of Publication of the Ref. Dutch Church. 

¢} The Hollanders in New Jersey, (p. 15.) 
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fresh in the minds of surviving aged Christians in Somerset 
and Middlesex counties, and the fragrance of her good name 
is unto them “as ointment poured forth.” 

Her only son by her first husband was Hredenek Freling- 
huysen, the father of the subject of this sketch. He was a 
ripe scholar, being even well acquainted with Hebrew, and 
stood in the front rank at the bar. When the Revolution 
began, he became captain of an artillery company, and before 
the close of the war rose to the rank of colonel. He fought 
in the+battles of Monmouth and 'T'renton, and in the latter 
fight he is said to have killed the commander of the Hessian 
forces by a ball from his pistol. He was appointed a major- 
general under the administration of President Washington. 
He sat in the Continental Congress, and also became a member 
of the Senate of the United States in 1798, serving for three 
years. 

Theodore was the second son of Gen. Frelinghuysen, and 
was born at Millstone, Somerset County, March 28, 1787. His 
mother was a lady of feeble health, and died when he was 
quite young. Gen. I. afterwards married a lady of great ele- 
gance and refinement of manners and cultivated mind. She 
was of great service to Theodore and his younger brother, 
Frederick. They were both largely indebted to her for their 
gentlemanly manners and correct principles. Theodore loved 
also to speak of his grandmother, Iufvrouw Hardenbergh, and 
how much he owed to her prayers and counsels. And with 
her earnest goodness he must have received them in no stinted 
measure. She began them when he was a little boy sitting on 
her knee, and when she died he was in his 20th year. His 
training at school was, for a time at least, at the Academy of 
the Rev. Dr. Finley, at Baskinridge; a place where good influ- 
ences were prevalent, and lasting impressions were wont to be 
made. Sam’! L. Southard was a pupil at Baskinridge at the 
same time. His collegiate course was pursued at Princeton, 
where he was graduated in 1804, when in his 17th year. In 
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this year also he lost his father, when his brother John, fifteen 
years his senior, performed a father’s part to the two younger 
brothers. 'Theodore’s legal stutlies were prosecuted at Prince- 
ton under the direction of Rithard Stockton, and in 1808, 
when 21 years of age, he was admitted to the bar. He im- 
mediately after removed to Newark, then containing about 
4,000 inhabitants. 

The coming of Mr. F. to Newark was designed by Provi- 
dence for the effecting of great good. And yet there was not 
upon his coming, nor for a number of years afterward, any 
thorough work of grace wrought in his heart. Those were 
evil days when Mr. F’. came to the bar. The educated young 
men of the country were proud of proclaiming themselves 
infidels, and the profession of a belief in the truths of Chris- 
tianity subjected one to the charge of feebleness of intellect. 
There was perhaps less of this spirit in New Jersey than in 
any other State of the Union, but the evil was here also. Still 
Mr. F. had neither part nor lot with these persons. Respect 
for his pious ancestry, the image of his godly grandmother, 
ever present before his mind, and her counsels given on every 
seasonable occasion, kept him from sitting in ‘the seat of the 
scornful.” Having been trained to walk in good ways, he did 
not forsake them. He was a regular attendant upon the House 
of God. He supported the gospel. He aided in the founda- 
tion of the 2d Presbyterial Church of this city. He was the 
friend of the widow and the orphan. He did everything seem- 
ly and proper, except the one thing needful, he did not give his 
heart to Christ. The young lawyer of Newark from 1808 to 
1817, nine long years, was lovely, even as the young man in 
the Gospel, who moved the heart of Jesus. Pure, upright, 
charitable to a fault, if such athing can be; patriotic, ready at 
a moment’s call in 1812 to take up arms for his country, a 
trustee of the church, always in his seat in the house of God, 
but yet he never gave his heart to Christ. ‘That opposition to 
Christ, which is in every unrenewed heart, was in his heart, 
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and while the age, in which a man lives, does not cause his 
opposition, still it may give direction to it, and in Mr. F.’s case 
it did. The infidel objections of his day, which he was too 
noble to acknowledge and defend openly, still troubled and 
disheartened him for the doings of his great first duty, and gave 
the natural opposition of the heart a plausible pretext for neg- 
lecting his Saviour. In 1817, however, he cast his lot with 
the people of God, and professed Christ before the world. 
Doubtless it was a sincere profession, especially as it was made 
by one, who had doubts which must be resolved, before an 
honest profession could be made at all. It was a well consid- 
ered step which was then taken, and yet there was nothing 
marked about his religion. ‘The Theodore Frelinghuysen of 
1817 to 1820 was a very different person from the Theodore 
Frelinghuysen of the period, extending from 1820 to 1862. 
The former period was the early morning, when the sun was 
working its way up through the thickest clouds and densest 
vapors, and was never able to emerge wholly and come forth 
into clear day; the latter period was the effulgent sun at high 
noon, with not one intervening cloud to dim its glory. And 
what dispelled these clouds and brought on the bright day ? 
I will tell you, my friends, not for the laudation of the dead, 
but the good of the living. 

*The love which the two brothers, Theodore and Frederick, 

had for each other, was, in its depth and warmth, almost ro- 
mantic. Their greatest pleasure was to be together, and the 
lively sallies of the younger brother never failed to dispel the 
depression of spirits to which Theodore was sometimes subject. 
The period of 12 years, extending from 1808 to 1820, was 
spent by the two brothers in professional life, but they were all 
the while framing pleasant excuses and urgent reasons why 
Theodore should go to Millstone, or Frederick come to Newark. 
Were they to go to court, one must go by the house of the 
other to enjoy as quickly, and continue as long as possible the 
brotherly communion. But in September, 1820, word was 
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brought to Newark that Frederick was sick, and on Nov. 20th 
he died, in his 82d year. That death-bed was a place where 
lessons were taught about the vanity of the world, and the 
duty and privilege of entire consecration to the service of 
Christ. Theodore spent every moment possible with his brother, 
and heard his earnest exhortations and counsels. One present 
kept a minute of what there transpired, which I have read 
with much interest. To a neighbor, the dying man said: 
“My neighbor, I have been much concerned for you; I have 
offered up many prayers for you and your family; my soul 
has yearned over you. I know you think of these things, but 
do attend to them. Look upon me, as a dying man speaking 
to dying men, and regard what I say to you.” He thenspoke 
some minutes on the reality of religion, and the necessity of 
repentance and faith in Jesus Christ for the salvation of the 
soul. Again he asked: ‘‘ Have any of you assurance of hope? 
I doubt not, my friends, some of you have; but take great care 
that you are not building upon a false foundation.” When 
Theodore said to him: “Frederick, a Saviour must appear 
very precious to you now,” he raised his hands, and his coun- 
tenance beaming with indescribable joy and serenity, he said : 
‘‘Oh, Theodore! Oh, Theodore! I have not language to de- 
scribe it. The enjoyment of this hour is greater than that of 
my whole life.” T’he dead man was buried on the Sabbath. 
On the following day Theodore returned to Newark. But his 
office was closed through the whole week against every intru- ~ 
sion of business. During that week he wrote letters to Mr. 
Stockton, Mr. Southard, and many other friends, giving an ac- 
count of Frederick’s death, and only on the next Monday was 
his office opened for the ordinary business of life. But what 
a wondrous change had taken place in the young lawyer. His 
grief seemed a silent rebuke to his clients, as they spoke of 
their worldly affairs. very word, look and act showed that 
the words of David in reference to Jonathan, might be fitly 
spoken by the bereaved brother: “I am distressed for thee, 
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my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me. 
thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women.”— 
(2 Sam. i: 26.) 

But the change in Mr. F. was not merely that which grief 
causes. In that office in Newark he fled to God for succour, 
and it was to him a Peniel, where the brother, grieving for a 
lost brother, fled to God for comfort, and wrestled and pre- 
vailed. From that time down to his last moment on earth, the 
character of Theodore Frelinghuysen has a simplicity and 
singleness of goodness such as I have never seen in any other 
human being. The death of Mr. F. has called forth the 
ablest pens of the land, who have written eulogies upon the 
deceased. I have read many of them; all of them with 
the conviction that the praise they dispense was well de- 
served; and many of them with high admiration of the dis- 
tinguished ability which they display. And it gave me 
no ordinary pleasure to feel, that the ablest men of the 
land had woven amaranthine wreaths and laid them, wet 
with their tears, upon his tomb. But of them all, the ablest, : 
as was fit, came from Newark. It appeared in the Newark 
Daily Advertiser, of May 14. That writer says: “A few 
men have been as able as he. Some have been abler. But 
among all the human race we ever saw, in any profession, in 
any sphere whatever—among all men, we mean—we never 
saw his equal in moral excellence; never!” I regard every 
word of this eulogy to be the simple verity. I never saw 
such a single, simple aim to serve God in all things. To give 
God the whole heart, and let him rule and guide every thought 
and wish. From what I have heard of her, I suppose that 
Jufvrouw Hardenbergh had much of this same character. 
And I love to think that grace, when once it enters a family, 
never dies out, and where the higher manifestations are once 
exhibited, there they continue to appear in succeeding gene- 
rations. Thus Iufyrouw Hardenbergh lived again in Theo- 
dore Frelinghuysen. And how fitting that they should lie in 
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the same grave-yard, that in company they should join the 
heavenly throng upon the resurrection morn, and go to meet 
the gracious Saviour whom both of them loved so much. 

From the time when this spiritual awakening was experienced, 
Mr. F. became a preacher, in life and lip, of that doctrine 
which I have preached to you to-night. Unto all men he 
said, ‘In Jehovah have I righteousness and strength, and I 
want you also to have the same.” How have I heard him 
sing in the prayer-meeting, 


Oh! to grace how great a debtor, ~ 
Daily I’m constrained to be. 


When one preached to him of the wealth of the saint, his 
eye would grow bright, his countenance beam with joy, and 
his heart overflow with gratitude. ‘Gracious Saviour,” he 
was wont tocry. He wanted Christ to be on the throne, 
and all men at His footstool, doing the divine will and enjoying 
the divine blessing.” Eminently benevolent, he wished men 
well; eminently social, he loved to be among them; emi- 
‘nently affable, he gained an easy access to men’s ears and 
hearts. And hence he was a chosen and graciously prepared 
instrument for good. ‘Thus divinely prepared, he went forth 
obeying the injunction of Scripture, “ And let us not be 
weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men.” (Gal. vi: 9-10.) And he did good unto all 
men. 

At the bar he plead no bad cause, and uttered no word 
which was unbecoming the Christian. But when out of Court 
how did he seek to do good to his legal brethren? With 
what gentleness and yet earnestness did he speak to them. In 
the early morning walk, in the noonday greeting, and in the 
evening converse, he pressed their duty upon them. When he 
returned home he wrote letters to them, and then prayed for 
them with the persevering, importunate prayer, which would 
not be denied. 
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And so too at Washington, where so many professors of 
religion have made shipwreck of the faith, and consistent 
profession is so seldom seen, Mr. F. did not allow the devil to 
get the mastery over him. He threw himself at once into the 
midst of all good influences, the house of God, the church 
prayer meeting and the Sabbath School. He sought also and. 
succeeded in bringing together the members of the two Houses, 
who were professors of religion, ina prayer meeting. And 
the good which has been effected by this Congressional prayer 
meeting, can only be known at the revelations at the last day. 
He walked unhurt through all the corruption and pollution 
of the Capital, exemplifying the power of divine grace, and 
when he had gained the regard of all, he used their good 
opinion for their own advantage by urging them to come to 
Christ. Nor was this all; he wrote letters to all the distin- 
guished men with whom he had associated, begging them to 
remember the words which he had spoken to them. What a 
volume of letters his vast correspondence on behalf of good 
objects would furnish. Letters of condolence with those who 
were in trouble. Letters sending pecuniary aid and kind 
words to the daughters and widows of old associates, whom 
the reverses of life had overtaken. Letters to the sons of old 
friends, who prodigal like had wandered from the path of recti- 
tude. Letters in aid of the Bible, Tract, Missionary, Coloni- 
zation and 'T'emperance causes, for all of which he labored and 
gave and prayed. Letters to those upon whom he pressed 
the claims of Christ. What a volume of letters it would 
make. And I dare affirm that he who will read all that vast 
correspondence of the last forty-two years, will not find one 
censorious remark, one bitter expression. And what beauti- 
ful replies did he receive. Let me read you two of them: 


My Dear Sir: 
x * % x % % * % * x 


* * * But I thank you, my dear friend, still more for the deep 
interest which you so kindly take in my spiritual welfare. Ishould be most 
happy to have the confidence and assurance which you feel on that serious 
subject. It is one on which, if I have given no evidence to the world of its 
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having engaged my anxious thoughts, I have long and constantly reflected with 
the greatest solicitude. And I indulge the hope that I shall ultimately find the 
peace which you have attained. My late sad affliction has taught mean awful 
lesson, and impressed me with asolemn conviction of the utter vanity of all 
earthly things. If I had been asked six weeks ago to point to the two happiest 
beings that I knew, I should have designated my poor daughter and her be- 
reavyed husband. She is now perhaps still happier; but alas, how wretched is 
he, and how miserable am I! My dear wife derives great support under this 
severe dispensation, from her faith and future hopes. And I have experienced 
some consolation from the numerous letters of condolence which I have re- 
ceived from good and pious friends. 
I remain, truly, your friend, 
THEO. FRELINGHUYSEN, Esq. H. CLAY. 


WASHINGTON, 16 Jan., 1836. 


March 13th, ’48. 


In the midst of severe affliction, my dear friend, I hear your voice tendering 
condolence and sympathy, and uttering admonitions of resignation and submis- 
sion. I feel that nothing else is left, and I pray God that I may receive the 
chastening with a penitent and a believing spirit. It is not for me to say 
whether he shall call me or my children first into his presence. I know that 
there we must all shortly appear. I thank you, my dear sir, for your affection- 
ate kindness and remembrance, and assure you that your health and happiness 
are subjects of my sincere prayers. : 

The sun of our lives is fast going down; my own, especially, is already near 
the horizon. I wish to consider all things earthly as held by a precarious tie, 
and that by a tie still more precarious I am held to those who love me. 

Mrs. Webster joins me in kind remembrances to you and Mrs. Frelinghuysen, 
and pray you toaccept our affectionate regards. 

DAN’L WEBSTER. 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 


As you all know, Mr. F., wearied with public life and at- 
tendance on courts, at the call of Providence became first the 
Chancellor of the University of the City of New York, and 
afterwards President of Rutgers College. In these positions 
he was delightfully engaged in imbuing the minds of the 
young men of the land with just views of the duty which they 
owed to their country and their God. So fully convinced 
were the parents of the land that it was a blessing to have 
their sons ander the care and instruction of Mr. F., that during 
his Presidency of Rutgers College the number of the studies 
nearly, if not quite, doubled. As everywhere else, so here in 
this sphere of labor he was eminently a blessing. Eternity. 
alone can tell the number of persons to whom he was made 
the instrument of conversion; the number whom his counsels 
encouraged, his warnings recovered, and his example edified. 
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The period of Mr F.’s Christian noon, extending from 1820 
to 1862, was the remarkable time in the history of the Amer- 
ican Church. Our great religious societies were either formed 
during this time, or were just getting fairly into operation. 
And in all of them he was deeply interested. <A long time 
since he remarked that in view of the various calls of the 
Church, ‘‘ Christians might well fear to be rich.” . To all the 
benevolent enterprises he was an unwearied giver. He denied 
himself many things which other Christians of less means 
allow themselves, and he did so that he might have to give 
unto others. When one spoke to him upon the subject of 
increasing his comforts, he replied that it could only be done 
by increasing the necessities of others, and that he dared 
not do. 

But after all it was in the family and in the church of 
which he wasa member, that the Christian character of Mr. 
KF’, appeared most beautiful and striking. His modesty, his 
humility, his detestation of the flattery which simpletons fre- - 
quently offered to him, his faith in Godin the dark hour of 
the family, the Church, and the Country, his love for the pure 
milk of the word of God, his zeal for the cause of religion, 
his gentle and yet faithful earnestness with offending brethr en, 
his hatred of all falsehood and double dealing were beautifully 
displayed in his intercourse with his family and the Church. 
~How he loved the services of the sanctuary, the weekly lec- 
ture, the prayer-meeting and the Sabbath School. As an 
officer of the Church, also, he deeply loved to visit the poor, 
the sick, the bereaved, the distressed, and the inquiring, and 
his visits were regarded as those of a minister of mercy. In 
the Second Presbyterian Church of Newark and in the Second 
Dutch Church of New Brunswick future generations will rise 
up and call him blessed. 

I saw Mr. F. a few days before his death. He then said to 
me: “JT wanted to see you to tell you how wonderfully God 
is sustaining me upon my dying bed. I have been, through 
all my life, afraid of death, and now when I am dying my 
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eracious Saviour is upholding me by the right hand of his 
power. I have not one fear or doubt.” During the last few 
weeks of his sickness he frequently said, “Oh, how glad I 
shall be to lay my weary head upon my Saviour’s bosom, tell 
him how often I have grieved him, and speak of all his mer- 
cies to me.” Sweet, unspeakably sweet, was that death; a 
fitting close to stich a life. It was a triumphal entrance into 
the glory of God. ‘My Father, my Father, the chariot of 
Israel, and the horsemen thereof.” 

And now having lived and died in Christ, he has received 
the great gain which death brings to the righteous. He has 
ceased to feel sin and trouble. He has seen God as he never 
before saw Him. And how has his soul been ravished with 
delight, adoration, wonder and love. He has also met many 
glorified persons, unto whom, when upon earth, he was a min- 
ister of mercy. He preached Christ to them, and they be- 
lieved and were saved, and having died they are glorified. 

- And now he has been welcomed to heaven by them. 

In conclusion, I beg you, my hearers, in the name of my 
Divine Master, to love that precious Gospel which gave all its 
power to the life of Theodore Frelinghuysen, and afforded 
him such comfort in his dying hour. Christians! strive after 
elevated piety, entire conformity to the will of God. Like 
your deceased friend, be not content with seeming good, but be 
good. Be pure, simple minded, sincere, unselfish. Be men 
of prayer. Study your Bibles. In a word, give yourselves, 
without reserve, to Christ. 

And now, my impenitent hearers, if Theodore Frelinghuy- 
sen needed a Saviour, youdo. If he was a poor, guilty, lost 
sinner, you are. And if grace made him what he was, it can 
make you such also. Listen, then, to the proclamation of the 
Eternal Father. Look to God and be saved. Bow the knee 
to Christ, swear allegiance to him as your Lord. Then you 
may say with Isaiah and Paul and Theodore Frelinghuysen, 
“Tn the Lord have I righteousness and strength.” 


